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For the past several weeks, Christ Church has solicited nominations for the vestry.  Senior 
Warden, Mary Raines and Andy Wright will be rotating off when their terms expire in January 
2019.  Catherine Gussler ended her term earlier in the year to become our Director of 
Administration.  Denton Stone will remain on the vestry for one additional year as Senior 
Warden.  After prayerful consideration of the particular gifts that each person would bring to the 
vestry community at this time, the following four individuals are proposed as a slate for election 
to the vestry: Montie Acuff, Clayton Gagne-Thomas, Julia Mikell and Jerry Reeves V.  All 
candidates nominated meet the requirements for vestry service:  they consented to their 
nomination; they are confirmed communicants in good standing; they are faithful in attendance 
for worship; they are active in service to the church and the world; and they make a financial 
pledge to the work of the ministry of Christ Church. After the 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, 
November 18, the slate will be formally moved for nomination. The candidates will be elected on 
that day by voice acclamation.  If a candidate is nominated from the floor on November 18, he 
or she must meet the same criteria listed above, and the election will be moved to Sunday, 
December 2.  The candidates elected will be commissioned for service at the Annual Meeting in 
January 2019.  Vestry members returning for 2019 are: Bertice Berry, Spencer Burch, Michael 
Franck, Laura Lawton, Karen Oelschig, Gary Radke, Denton Stone, William Wallace and Louise 
Wyche. Below are the biographical summaries for the Vestry nominees. 
 
Montie Acuff 
 
Montie Acuff was born and raised in Tulsa, Oklahoma and was raised in the Episcopal 
Church, where she sang in the choir and was active in the youth group . She graduated 
from Agnes Scott College in Decatur and married Steve two days after her graduation. 
They settled in Savannah in 1978. She worked for C & S Bank and Steve opened his 
solo dental practice. They joined Christ Church where they have remained loyal and 
active members ever since. They have two sons, David and Drew, who were very 
involved in the youth programs. Montie sings in the choir and schedules the lectors for 
each Sunday. She also volunteers each week at Emmaus House and has just become 
a member of the Board.  She helps Steve to lead Project Smile, a dental ministry 
formed in 1992 which provides free dental care fo the children of Belize. She volunteers 



in the church office several times each month. She served as Clerk of the Vestry from 
2007 – 2015. She has been President of Interfaith Hospitality Network and has served 
on the Women’s Board of Bethesda Academy.  
 
Clayton Gagne-Thomas 
 
Clayton Gagne-Thomas was born and raised in Waterbury Connecticut and started his 
Christian life in the Baptist and Pentecostal church. His mother was Baptist and father 
was a Pentecostal. He began attending an Episcopal church at age 8 where he was 
later baptized and confirmed. He attended Southern Connecticut State University where 
he studied history. While there he met Stephen Gagne and the two were married 30 
years later on their anniversary. They have a dog named of Buster.  After working in 
retail for 25 years, Clayton obtained his real estate license and is currently working for 
Keller Williams Coastal Area Partners. He and Stephen have lived in Savannah for the 
past 8 years. Clayton serves on the altar guild, is part of the steering committee of the 
flower guild, is a lector and serves as a lead usher.  
 
Julia Mikell 
 
Julia Mikell was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia. She attended Vanderbilt University, 
and graduated from The University of Georgia with a bachelor’s degree, and later 
obtained her M.D. from the Medical College of Georgia. She received postgraduate 
training in neurology at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. She met her husband, the 
late Judge Charles Mikell, when she moved to Savannah, and they married at Christ 
Church which she later joined. She practiced neurology for 33 years, and after Charles 
died, transitioned into administration at St. Joseph’s/Candler Health System where she 
is now the Vice President of Medical Affairs, (a.k.a. the Chief Medical Officer). She has 
three sons, Chuck, John and Sam all of whom were baptized and confirmed at Christ 
Church. John and his family and Sam live in Savannah and attend Christ Church, and 
Chuck lives in New York. She has served as stewardship co-chairman, an adult forum 
leader, on altar guild, and on the usher team. 
 
Jerry H. Reeves 
 
Jerry is a native of Savannah and was baptized and confirmed at Christ Church.  While 
a student at Savannah Country Day School, Jerry participated in many services at 
Christ Church as a member of the children's choir, the EYC, and an acolyte.  Jerry 
graduated from the Georgia Institute of Technology with a degree in Industrial 
Engineering and, after a few years, with a master's degree in Business Administration. 
He and his wife Kristy, also a Georgia Tech graduate, were married at St. Philip’s 
Cathedral in Atlanta. Upon returning to the low country in 2008, the family settled in 
Bluffton. They have three children: Carrie, Anna, and Jacob, who attend Cross 
Episcopal School and serve as acolytes at Christ Church. Jerry has taken an active role 
in helping to train our new acolyte teams.  He is the third generation of his family to call 
Christ Church home. His parents are active members and his grandfather, the Rt. Rev. 
Albert Rhett Stuart, was the 6th Bishop of Georgia.  
 


